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CHRIST-CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, 
On the 21ſt Day of June, 1786, 
AT 70 oPENING or tus = 
tien 
„ by THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL, CHURCH, 


IN THE STATES OF - 


NEW-YORK, 1 MARYLAND, 
NEW. ERS Ex, VIRGINIA, 
PENNSYLVANIA, * AN PD ; \ 
DELAWARE, 1 SOUTH-CAROLINA, 


'BY FUR RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


WILLIAM WHITE, 5 58 


(TyzN RECTOR OF CHRIST-CHURCH AND sr. PETER „ 
Now BISHOP or PENNSYLVANIA. 
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PHILADELPHIA Paix TED: 
LONDON RERERINX TED; 


BY JOHN RIVINGTON AND SONS, NO. 62, Sr. PAUL'S 
| | CHURCH-YARD. 


[ Pxiczs SIX-PENCE.] 


In ConveNT3oN, June 24, 1786, 
On Motion, 


RESOLVED, That the Thanks of this Conven- 
tion be given to the Reverend Dr. Wnirꝝ, for his 
Sermon at the Opening of this Convention; and that 
be be requeſted to have the ſame printed. 


Extract from the Minutes, 


F. HoPKiNSON, Secretary. 
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ON Sunday the 4th of February, 1787, WILLIAM 
Wulrk, D. D. and Samvtr ProvosT, D. D. were 
conſecrated, in the Archiep i/copal Chapel, Lambeth, 


BISHOPS; rhe former, of Pennſylvania ; the 
latter, of New-York; on which Occaſion, the Arch- 


biſhop of York preſented them, and his Grace, toge- 
ther with the. Biſhops of Bath and Wells and 
Peterborough, united with the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury i in the Impofi Hon of Hands. 
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PSALM xv. 14. 

TAE Kinc's DAUEEHTER IS ALL GIL o- 

RIOUS WITHIN : HER CLOTHING 
IS OF WROUGHT GozD. 


T is untertaih, Ehetder the Pſalm be⸗ 
fore us ſhould be conſidered as relating 
immediately to the Meſſiah; or the ſame 
divine character were remotely in view, un- 
der the type of ſome known earthly Prince. 
The former opinion hath been preferred, 
from there being no character or event in 
the Jewiſh church, which ſeems to ſhew a 
competent ground for certain. parts of the 
compoſition. If however we ſhould believe; 
that the inſpired author referred to ſome 
event and character of the time in which he 
lived, the myſtical meaning will not be loſt. 
For ſuch allegorical repreſentations of divine 
truth are uſual with the Prophets; and, as 
1 B "Db 
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it is often neceſſary for the underſtanding of 
a writer to keep in view his peculiar ſtyle and 


manner, we have here a rule of criticiſm which 


eſtabliſheth the double ſenſe of prophecy. ä 


Taxis method of communicating future 
events was agreeable, as well to the genius 
and language of the ancient Hebrews, as to 
the nature of a revelation that was to be 


gradually opened to human view. Such a 


method of interpretation will alſo be ac- 


knowledged reaſonable both by Jews and by 


Chriſtians ; by the former, as being the ſenſe 
of their Rabbis, who in this way explain 


| many of the pr ophecies, and par ticularly that | 


of my text, which they declare to relate to 


the Meſſiah ; and by Chriſtians, who find in 


the New Teſtament many references to the 

Old to be accounted for in no other way; 
and eſpecially a quotation from the pſalm 
before us, which is applied to the ſame di- 
vine perſon by St. Paul, in his epiſtle to the 
Hebrews—* Thy throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever: A ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the 
ce ſceptre of thy kingdom. Thou haſt loved 


« righteouſneſs and hated iniquity; therefore 


God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
5 * the oil of gladneſs above thy r 


. 


Ir 
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Ix is therefore agreeable to the ſenſe as 
well of the Jewiſh church as of the Chriſ- 
tian, to conſider the forty-fifth pſalm with a 
remote, if net an entire reference to the 
ſpiritual kingdom of the Meſſiah. In the 
ſtrong imagery of eaſtern poetry, the glories 
of Chriſt our King are difplayed under cir- 
cumſtances of royal ſplendor. His church 
is deſcribed by the alluſion of © the King's 
« daughter; adorned, as well with all the 

inward virtues, as with all the outward or- 
naments which grace the ſtation of her fa- 
ther. Perhaps in part of the pſalm the 
character hath a more limited ſenſe, agreeably 
to the licence of allegorical compoſition : 
So that the Jewiſh church may be peculiarly 
deſigned by © the King's daughter; and 
then, the churches which were to be gathered 
from among the-Gentiles will be the vir- 
gins who are her fellows.” However, in 
the general courſe: of the pſalm, it will be 
more conſiſtent” to conſider the whole Chriſ- 
tian church as deſeribed in the ſame perſon, 
and in the ſame relation to her divine head. 


Bur as my deſign is only to ſhew the 
general ſenſe of the prophecy, and not to 
Nee the minute circumſtances of the al- 
3 B 2 legory 5 
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legory, I proceed to the ſubject I have choſen 
for this occaſion ; which is to ſet before my 
reverend and honoured audience ſuch a view 


of the Chriſtian church, as will point out 


to us the duties incumbent on all thoſe, who 
are called to any ſhare of management 1 in its 
"weighty concerns. 


Tuzzzrors I ſhall firſt conſider the 
caurch as a ſociety of divine origin, in con- 
rexion with Chriſt its head: which is re- 
preſented by the metaphor af * the . 0 
7 auer“ : 


2d. I sHALL FOO the ee duty 


we are under, as a branch of the univerſal 


church, of holding the truth of the Chriſtian 


doctrine; and thus anſwering to the n | 


tion © all gRrious withing” 3” 


And 3d. © WALK ARGON attention 
to the offices of devotion which become a 


church thus divine in its origin, and holy in 


its doctrine; and winch. are the enen 
27 Gf e ad 
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bociety of divine agi in conjunction with 
. Chriſt 


11 


Chrilt! its head: which is repreſented by the 
metaphor of the King's daughter,” 


Anp here it may be proper to obſerve, 


that however high the claims of this ſpiri- 
tual community, they are not ſuch as inter- 
fere with the rights of ſovereignty, or with 
the duties of citizens and ſubjects. The holy 
ſcriptures have founded no temporal do- 
minion on the diſpenſation of grace; nor 
erected any eccleſiaſtical authority that is to 
dictate to the civil. On the contrary, they 


beautifully harmonize with all the righte- 


ous views of government; and ſupport the 
ſanctions of law, with the more powerf ul 
ee of religion, 


Tur E divine origin which I have aſſerted 
may be proved from prophecy—from inſti- 


tution —and from protection. It may be 
proved from prophecy. For it is evident in 


many of the promiſes of a Meſſiah, that, 
when the time of accompliſhing them ſhall 


come, a flock was to be gathered within the 
fold of the promiſed ſhepherd; a religious 
community was to be founded, under the 


immediate government of the projices 
Prince. * 


= Ts W * 1 1 — 1 N 
x | i 
” * ” 
4 7 
„ 3 ' | 
* p of +. K } L 
"£þ * F . + 
* ( 


— Mak — 
. n 8 — 


5 4 * 
> - = . 
- 
_ TC. - 
bh — 
r 
. 2 \— « 
2 "Rd 4 
- 35> » 4 4 l 
=" % 1 
py * og es 3 3 » — __ f 
— - ink. .. WK At Ek EFT — ES ey. . * = 
< 28 — — E We * W oo 5 * — * 3 a. For he, — oe 4 
8 — 8 — = +, £ 0 5 * — " Ko — - 
—_— . » 2 —— it 1 * . - r - 3 - * 2. 4 - 
— = — RE — N — Foes — —.— : | — — 2 Ma 2 = FX n 
4 Y 8 p "2 - 4 - 1 - _ * . I. b 
>. = — + 4 
k — — — —— — —— ” 2 | a 2 P -_—_ . — J 


— — = . 
r Þ 
— — —— rat we 3 
2 nes 8 = 
fs - > = - 
" n 


— WE es Sd IE 
—— 
„ Ci RES nh 
o Fn. PR IN . 2 
> ——— ns 
Inn os i 
— 3 Es 


— 


Ax inftance of this we find ſo far back as 
the days of the father of the. tribes of Iſrael. 


The venerable patriarch, being indulged in 
the loweſt ebb of life with the proſpect of 
the fortunes of his offspring, thus pours forth 
his prophecy concerning the royal tribe 
' * The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, 

nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
„Shiloh come: and unto him ſhalt the ga- 
< thering of the people be.” Here is a pro- 
miſe, not only of a Shiloh, but alſo of a ga- 
mering of the people under him; which 
ſhews, that when the temporal government 


ſhould decline, a ſpiritual community was to 
be eſtabliſned under the promiſed head: The 


ſceptre was to give way to the eroſs; and 
they were to be alike the emblems of their 
RO e % ö £49: * 


It like mane; the dd Ifaiah, KARE 
he beheld with the eye of faith the Child 
e who ſhould be.born”-—* the Son who 


« ſhould be given;”-—makes it à deſcriptive | 
circumſtance of the promiſe; that © of the 
i jnicreaſe of his governmetit'there/ſhould be 


* no end;“ and thus there is ſet forth to us 
an united participation of beneſits u 

gominian of the promiſed ruler. e 
— —dpy—s _ _ Many 


. 
Many paſſages might be produced to the 
fame purpoſe: but I proceed to my next 
proof, inſtitution, or poſitive appointment. 


Ovpx Saviour, from the very beginning of 
his miniſtry, ſpoke of the eſtabliſhment of 
his religion, as a ſpiritual kingdom to be be- 
gun on earth: A kingdom, not indeed con- 


ducted on the maxims of worldly policy, yet 


neceſſarily involving dominion on the one part, 
with obedience and communion on the other. 


AT the cloſe of his miniſtry, various in- 


ſtitutions ſhew, that however ſpiritual his 
religion, it is not in ſuch ſort ſpiritual, as to 
exclude the idea of an outward and viſible 
ſociety: The ordinances of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper ſhew an union among thoſe 


who come under their obligations. Commiſ— 


ſions given by him to his apoſtles for the go- 


verning of his followers, and their appointing 


under thoſe commiſſions the different orders 
of the miniſtry, firſt Deacons for the lower 
duties of the church, then Biſhops or Elders 
for the miniſtry of the word, in ſubordination 
to the epiſcopal authority veſted in them- 
ſelves, and at laſt towards the cloſe of the 
apoſtolic age an order of Biſhops excluſively 
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ſo called to ſucceed them in that authority, 
and to exerciſe. over their reſpective churches 
the epiſcopacy which the apoſtles had held 
in common over the whole church—fully 
prove, that the founding of a ſpiritual com- 
munion was eſſentially involved in thoſe eter- 
nal counſels of God, which centered in the 
enen of IC 


Ou Saviour erties declared chat 


* he would build his church upon a rock, 
e and that the eaten of hell ſhould not pre- 


te vail againſt it,” Here we have not only 
the eſtabliſhment aſſerted, but an aſſurance 


of its being impregnable to all oppoſition. 8 
Similar to this is the promiſe accompanying 


his command to the apoſtles after his re- 
ſurrection, and through them to the whole 


church which he was founding. And lo! 


« Tam with you always, even unto the end of 


« the world.” Moſt welcome promiſe! Moſt 
comfortable aſſurance of Chriſt's immediate 
preſence with his church, until time ſhall 
have run his courſe! Yes, bleſſed. Jeſus} 


Thou art 'always with thy church by thy 


Divine Spirit ! Always preſent with every 

part of thy myſtical body, wherever ſcat- 

tered over the world! In vain ſhall the paſ- 
ſions 8 


Tak 


ns of men oppoſe thy power ! Thy flock 
ſhall be under the care of thee, their ſhep- 
herd ! Thy ſubjects ſhall confeſs the ſceptre 
of thee, their king! And there ſhall never 


ceaſe.to be a family, who ſhall call upon and 
be called by thy name ! 


AND this brings me to the third proof— 
Protection; which hath always accompanied 
the church, - enabling her to exiſt under a 
variety of outward fortunes. How wonder- 
ful was the progreſs of chriſtianity from the 
moſt humble beginnings! How great its 
glory m bearing down the enormous fabrick 
of heathen error! How glorious its triumph 
over all the arts and malice of its enemies ! 
In vain will one claſs of infidels extenuate 
by diſhoneſt repreſentations the perſecutions 
endured by the early chriſtians; and as 
vainly will others of them account for her 
increaſe by the ſeverity of thoſe very perſe- 
cutions. The malice and the ridicule of the 
great, the indifference and the labours of 
philoſophers, have in their turn contributed, 
to that eſtabliſhment which was pre-deter- 
mined by God; in whoſe hands they have 
been the unconſcious inſtruments of his will. 
In the mean time, ſtates and empires have 
C had 
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had their riſe, their glory and their decay. 
But the church hath ſurvived the mighty 
ruins, and will continue to ſurvive all the 
changes and chances of time, until the con- 
ſummation of all things : and even then ſhe 
will only change her ſtate from warfare to 
WT 


Muck, no doubt, hath this heaven-eſta- 
bliſhed community felt of the revolutions in 
human affairs. For ſo long as we ſhall 
© hold our treaſure in earthen veſſels,” and 
the great concerns of the goſpel ſhall be 
handled by frail and finful men, the church 


cannot but ſuffer from the influence of their 


infirmities and corruptions ; and even be af- 


_ tected by the progreſs or decay of letters and 


civilization. Still however the features of 
her divine form have been ſeen through the 


_ darkneſs of ſuperſtition, and have ſhewn the 


reſengblance of that Redeemer in whoſe image 
ihe was created. 


HR W to him her divine head 18 
ſet forth in {cripture under many expreſſive 
metaphors. Sometimes the church is com- 
pared to the human body, of which the head 


6 Chriſt; « from whom the whole body, 
- | « fitly 


, 
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fitly joined together, and compacted by 
that. which every joint ſupplieth, accord- 
ing to the effectual working in every part, 
or e increaſe of the body, unto the 
ee edifying of itſelf in love. Sometimes the 
ſame relation is taught under the i image of a 


c 


By 


cc 


cc 


building, of which © Jeſus Chrift is the 
* chief corner-ſtone,” and his followers are 
as lively ſtones, built up a ſpiritual houſe, 


* an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual 
* ſacrifices to God, by Jeſus Chriſt.” And 
the ſame ſentiment is contained in alluſions 


to the relation between huſband and wife: 


For ſo in the book of Revelation, the church, 
when paſſing from her militant to her trium- 


phant ſtate, is compared to a bride adorned 
“for her huſband,” 


Now the ground of theſe metaphors is 
the authority which Chriſt hath derived from 
the Father, for the governing and the pro- 
tecting of the church: An authority imply- 
ing, as exiſting in our head, all the attri- 
butes eſſential to dirine government. 


Tur aol analogy of faith requireth, 
that we conſider all the benefits which can 
ultimately be derived from God the F ather 
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as given through the intermediate agency of 
his Son; and on the other hand, all the ho- 
mage and obedience we can render to the 
Father as to be preſented through the me- 
rits of his Son. Therefore. he is deſcribed 
as © knowing the hearts of all men;“ 
«© mercy, grace, and peace, are imprecated 
from his immediate preſence; he is ſeated 
e far above all principality and power, and 
e might, and dominion, and every name 
te that is named, not only in this world, but 
« alſo in that which is to come.” It is ſaid, 
that, © to him every knee ſhall bow, of 
<« things in heaven, and things on the earth, 
<* and things under the earth; and laſtly, 
he 1s veſted with the awful character of judge 
of quick and dead, the Father having 
“ committed all Judgment to the Son,” in 
order that all men might honour the Son, 
*© even as they honour the Father.“ 


Wu EN we take a review of this ban of 
our ſubject, in what an important point of 
view doth it repreſent whatever relateth to the 
government of the church! Every local 
church is a branch of a widely extended 
body, which we have ſeen to be of divine 
eſtabliſhment, under the government of him, 
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ee jn whom dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
% Godhead.” Laws muſt be made by this, 
as by every other community, for its ſelf- 
government; but they ſhould be ſuch as will 
ſecure the ineſtimable treaſure of the goſpel. 
The truſt of making them is committed to 
frail and imperfect men, who may abuſe it 
through the influence of corrupt paſſion ; but 
woe be to him, by whom the Son of Man is 
thus betrayed | With what diſintereſted hearts 
ſhould we enter ſuch an holy pale! With 
what pure hands ſhould we adminiſter in ſuch 
high tran factions! How remote ſhould be 
the views of worldly policy ; and how quick 
our jealouſy of ourſelves, leſt the cauſe of 
God ſhould ſuffer through our frailties ! 


ALL this will further appear under the 
ſecond head of my diſcourſe, which is to 
ſhew the conſequent duty we are under, as a 
branch of the univerſal church, of holding 
the truth of the chriſtian doctrine, and thus 


anſwering to the en « all glorious 
« within,” 


Fox, as in the metaphor, no externe! de- 
corations could haye been a ſubſtitute for 
ſolid worth; ſo, no eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions 
; have 
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have any real reference to chriſtianity, other- 
_ wiſe than in connection with its characteriſtic 


doctrine. | 3 


Bu the chriſtian doctrine, IL mean that 
which hath been held by the whole church, 
notwithſtanding all the ſuperſtition and en- 
thuſiaſm which have in different times and 
Places in part obſcured its luſtre. 


Yes; however various the opinions of pro- 
fefling chriſtians, there are in the holy ſcrip- 
tures the outlines of a ſyſtem which nothing 

could obliterate : Conſpicuous truths, which 
have been always ſeen and confeſſed by the 
great * of profeſſing chriſtians. 


THAT there is one infinitely — God 
the Father; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God 

begotten of God, and thus poſſeſſed of all di- 
vine attributes, who having been in the be- 
*« ginning and before all worlds, took in time 
man's nature upon him, to make in it an 
oblation for ſin; and one Holy Spirit, who, 
being ſent by the F ather and the Son aſſiſts 
mankind by his inſpirations; that theſe three 
divine agents are eſſentially united, as well in 
themſelves, as in accompliſhing the work 


of 


— a . 
re * 


„„ 
of redemption; that the end of the goſpel 
diſpenſation is to reſcue man from the dark- 
neſs and corruption of fallen nature, mak- 
ing him through faith acceptable to God, 
and enabling him to live in good works; and 
that the reſult of all is the bringing of thoſe 
who ſhall believe in Chriſt with a faith evi- 
dencing itſelf in holineſs to the everlaſting 
happineſs of heaven, which can be claimed 
only through his merits; are truths which 
have been never loſt ſight of by the viſible 
church: They were indited by that bleſſed 
Spirit, who was to lead her into all truth,” 
and the upholding of them is eſſential to the 
accompliſnment of the promiſe, that the 
e ſame divine Comforter ſhould continue 
« with her for ever.” 7 


THERE is therefore a doctrine which hath 
been at all times acknowledged; and it is 
'« the inward glory of the King's daughter,” 
the intrinſic worth of our holy religion. 


Ax here we have the true ground of 
church unity: Of the only unity ſought for 
in the early ages; when the different churches 
of Chriſtendom, knowing no other common 
head than Chriſt, lived in an happy agree- 
TT | ment 


[ 16 ] 
ment in the fame faith under their reſpective 
Biſhops, and in a delightful communion 
founded on that agreement. 


How important then is the preſervation 
of a faith thus maintained by the Catholic 


Chriſtian world! And how great ſhould be 


our caution, leſt, by looſening ourſelves from 
the common tie of the communion of ſaints, 
we ceaſe to be a member of that body of 
which Chriſt vouchſafeth to call himſelf the 
head: A part of that church, in which he 


hath promiſed to be preſent even unto the 
c end of the world! 2 


AND the argument deriveth weight from 
all the circumſtances under which the church 
was planted. 


Were it even a ſociety founded on the 


common maxims of worldly policy; yet, if 


its conſtitution had been atchieved by diſtin- 


guiſhed characters, if it had been ſealed by the 


blood of heroes, if it had produced ſplendid 
examples of ſublime virtue, if it had ſtood 


the admiration of ages, and if it had 8 


found favourable to the general happineſs; 
there would be ſufficient reaſon for our va- 


luing 


"TJ 
luing and preſerving the precious treaſure de- 
rived to us through fo glorious a channel. 


How much more then ſhould we hold ſa- 


cred that holy doctrine of Chriſt, which we 


profeſs as a part of a community founded by 
the high arm of Omnipotence! Which was 
oemented by the blood of ſaints and martyrs, 
and even by the precious blood of the Re- 
deemer! Which hath made the church the 
nurſery of the brighteſt ornaments of their 


reſpective ages! Which hath prepared ſo 


many pious ſouls for the unutterable glories 
of heaven ! And laſtly, which hath been ac- 
knowledged by the wiſe and good, through a 
long ſucceſſion of time, as the Low ology 
of the getvetal welfare. 


\ 


Axp this laſt nies bringeth into 
view all the happy effects of the influence of 
chriſtianity over the minds and manners of 


ron if we ate to - know the tree by its 


e fruits,” how excellent is a religion which 
hath diſſeminated the moſt exalted ideas of 


me attributes and moral government of God, 
and hath e the minds even of the illi- 


D | terate 


{ 18 ] 
terate with ſentiments which excel the moſt 
ſplendid boaſts of heathen philoſophy !- 


Ac aAlN; how excellent is a religion, which 
hath brought ſuch additions to the ſtock of 
ſocial happineſs ! hath ſoftened the ſeverity 
of human policy ! hath moderated the rage 
of deſtructive war! hath guarded the rights 
of the weaker ſex! hath mitigated the hard- 
ſhips of the more humble conditions | and 
hath in every reſpect been a friend to the 
helpleſs and afflicted, and a reſtraint to the 
heavy hand of oppreſſion ! and all this, not 
more by its poſitive precepts, than by a mild 
ſ] purit pervading the whole ſyſtem, and ac- 
quiring an inſenſible influence, even over 


thoſe who profeſs the leaſt of ſubj eftion to 
Its authority 5 


. „ 
How e 18. our religion in this re- 
ſpect alſo, that it giveth peace of mind, and 
fixeth the integrity and the hopes of its pro- 
feſſors on an immoveable foundation! That 
ſuperſtition ſnould bind weak men in willing 
| ſlavery; and that enthuſiaſm ſhould tranſport 
men of ſtrong imaginations into viſionary 
| ſpeculations. and extravagant actions; may 
be expected from the infirmities of our na- 


ture. 


| ( 29 ] 
ture. But, that the wiſeſt, the moſt tempe- 


rate, and the beſt informed, ſhould build on 
this rock their higheſt expectations, and that 


they ſhould find its promiſes the beſt ſweet- 


ners of life and the beſt proſpect of eternity, 
can only be accounted for from thoſe glo- 
rious truths of our religion, which will carry 
the church through all her diſcouragements 
and difficulties | | 


How ere then ſhould be that depoſit 
of holy doctrine which ſhe hath entruſted to 
our hands! And how great our care, leſt, 


while infidels would openly deſtroy this beſt 


ſecurity for the general happineſs, we may be 


joining in the deſtructive project; by giving 
up thoſe high and leading truths, which, as 
they are diſtinguiſhing parts of the ſyſtem, 


may alſo be neceſſarily connected with the 
benefits wing from it. 


Lav it then be our anineipel care, to hold 


| the truth of the chriſtian doctrine. Now 
one proviſion. for this, is the preſcribing of 


ſuch forms of divine worſhip as ſhall be an 
incloſure of the ſacred fountain againſt the 


arts of inſidious men. Who may otherwiſe 


60 — in unawares, to 2 — it. 


5 2 12 THERE» | 
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- THEREFORE I propoſed, as the third head 
1 my diſcourſe, to lead your attention to the 


offices of devotion which become a church 

thus divine in its origin, and holy in its 

ee and which are the yy" of 
< wrought gold.” 


ANp here, let none confound the meta- 
phor with the ſpiritual meaning; or think | 
there is held up a plea in favour of a ſhowy | 
and fantaſtic worſhip. For, as we may per- 
ceive a clear difference between the gaudy. * 
{ſplendor of affected ornament, and the de- 
cent dignity ſuitable to birth and ſtation ; ſo, 
it is not in unmeaning ceremonies that we 
muſt look for the majeſty, beauty and pro- 


priety, which ſhould adorn all reaſonable of- 


- fices of devotion. Not however that reli- 
gion is ſo abſtracted as to have no connection 
with the ſenſes. Whatever charms the eye, 
and ear, acquireth by means of them an in- 
fluence over the mind: and God forbid, that 
thoſe avenues ſhould be ſhut againſt ſuch | 
 ſubjedts only, as are the moſt —_ to take 
entire Poſſeſſion of . 5 0 


STILL, the mot brilliant —— 8 


vine worſhip are prayers and ow , ſuitable 
to goſpel truth — Tux 
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Tur Apoſtle St. Peter, ſpeaking of the 
imperſect manifeſtation given by prophecy 
of the truths of chriſtianity, ſaith, © that 
e the very Angels had deſſred to look into 
e them.” And it muſt be acknowledged by 
all, that religion furniſheth the moſt ſublime” 
and magnificent ideas which can occupy the 
human mind. If then our religious inſtitu. 
tions ſhould fall below the greatneſs of the 
ſuhject, chriſtianity itſelf will not appear in 
its full dignity; and our devotions will pro: 


portionably languyh, 


5 Haan the Pfalmif, when impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of the lovelineſs of devotion, poureth 


forth this rapturous admiration. of the place 


of prayer; © Oh! how amiable are thy 
* dwellings, thou Lord of hoſts!” And it 
would be an eafy; matter to purſue this ſenti- 
ment, ſo as to trace the influence of devo- 
tion over our affections, in its exciting love, 


joy, gratitude, ſympathy, and, in ſhort, every 


585 affection REI iſtic of man. 


V allo and the Plamid giving the fol- 
loving invitation to prayer and praiſe; © O 
* worſhip. the Lord in the beauty of holi- | 
2 A implying, that in the exerciſes of 

| religion, 


Ia 

reli gion, we ſhould conſult, not purity only, 
but alſo ornament. And indeed it would be 
unſuitable to the ſubject to ſuppoſe,” that 
while all nature is diſplaying the glories of 
God, not only in the important uſes, but 
likewife in the delightful beauties of her 
works, the praiſes of man alone ſhould be 
mcapable of being adorned : That the devo- 
tions of the church ſhould admit of no grace 
in the choice and nent of materials. 


ForTHER, the Apoſtle st. Paul, when, 
giving leſſons of good order for the govern- 
ment of the church, delivereth this among 
others, applying it in a variety of particu- 
lars; os. will pray with the ſpirit, and I 
« will pray with the underftanding alſo.” 
And if we were to extend this principle 
through all the offices of devotion, we ſhould 
find it to forbid whatever is ſhocking to ſo- 
ber ſenſe, or would wound the chaſte ear of 55 
liberal criticiſm. 7265 


Nov it followeth, that the uniting of all 
theſe in the ſervice of the church ſhould be 
a principal object of her pious care: And 
that ſhe ſhould diſdain no aſſiſtance which 
can be taken from the 8 and judge 


ment 


Err 


r 


131 
ment of paſt ages, or from the progreſs of 
literature, or even from the cultivation of 
the finer arts. 


- In the accompliſhing of this great work, 
every church is left to the liberty wherewith 
* Chriſt hath made it free: A liberty, 
which ought nevertheleſs to be uſed under 
the recollection, - that God is, not the au- 
ky thor of confuſion.” | 
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"Pawns a idee feattered through the 
ſcriptures general ſentiments on the ſubjeck 
of prayer, which ought to govern in all ap- 
pointments for devotion; and in particular 
we have on record one prayer, which was de- 
ſigned to be not only in itſelf a form, but a 
pattern of all others: a prayer, w which, had 
it been uniformly kept in view, would have 11 
prevented all the familiarities of enthuſiaſm, 
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all the unmeaning practices of ſuperſtition, ; 
and all incumbrances of every ſort, which are 4 
mocking to an enlightened underſtanding. . 


Wx cannot doubt, but that in the age of 
the Apoſtles, the ſpirit of this divine form 
was conſpicuous in all the devotions which 
they governed. When theſe, the firſt and 
BFF moſt 
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moſt diſtinguiſhed lights of the church, were 
_ withdrawn from her, we find no evidence of. 
any form having been enjoined by them for 
univerſal obſervance. We therefore con- 

clude, that there was no ſuch form; but 
that the devotions of the different churches 


were governed by rules and forms preſcribed 


by their reſpective biſhops, with the appro- 
bation of their ſeveral flocks : for thus much 


I think appears from the little information 
which hiſtory hath given us on this ſubject. 
After the heads of thoſe independent com- 


munities began to confederate for the better 


maintaining of the common faith, they ſeem 
to have taken from one another what was 
| beſt in their reſpective liturgies: and hence 
there aroſe collections of prayers for general 
uſe; the effuſions of the devout fervor of 


holy biſhops, who had flouriſhed the moſt 


327 en as ſaints or n. 275 


Ar laſt it happened, that theſe divine com- 
poſitions became loaded with ſuperſtitious 
Vvanities; the wrought gold” adulterated 

with the foreign ornaments of Pagan wor- 
ſhip: which was the natural conſequence of 
the decline of literature, the mixture of 


Gothic with Chrifden en and the riſe 


wn 
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of an enormous ſpiritual power on temporal 
wealth and grandeur. . : 


Wur N letters revived, they had of courſe 
their influence on chriſtian worſhip. And 
while in different countries the reformation bl 
was conducted agrecably to the ſentiments 1 
which reſpectively prevailed in them, it was a | 
favourite object with thoſe who reformed the 
worſhip of the church of England, to diſtin- 
guiſh between the ſeraphic devotions of the : 
purer times and the corruptions mixed with 
them: and to preſent the former to the church 
with others of their own inditing ; the effu- 
tions of a piety, which conducted ſome of 
them throu gh a glorjotis martyrdom. | 
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Tazsz. . forms have been bad 
down to us. They are © the clothing of 
- *< wrought gold,” which no time will tar- 
niſn. We truſt that they will be the glory 
of our church to the lateſt ages; and that by 
means of them, with the improvements ſhe 
may think proper to adopt, ſhe will ſecure | 
the divine ordinances againſt ſuffering from 
the imperfections of thoſe by. v whoſe hands 
_they 5 Ie wagons. 
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T SAID, with the improvements ee may think 
proper to adopt. For there is a near connec- 
tion between a religious attachment to our 
venerable liturgy, and the having our eyes 
open to the light thrown on it by the bright- 
eſt luminaries of our church. And I am 
under no apprehenſion of being thought to 
abuſe the place and the occaſion, when I 
refer to it as a known fact, that the members 
generally of the com munion here repreſented 
wiſh for a final review of our eccleſiaſtical 
offices; although they alſo wiſh it to be con- 
ducted with the caution and moderation be- 
coming a church < not given to change.” 


Is the mean time, as propoſals haye been 
and will ſtill be made, all intended for the 
mature conſideration of this weighty matter, 
and for the accompliſhin 8 of it at laſt with 
unanimity and wildom ; give me leave, my 
reverend and honoured audience, to ſtate to 
you ſome leading olets which appear to me 
worthy to be kept in view; and they relate 
to our ſervice, not merely as we with it to 
be diſtinguiſhed with grace and propriety, 
but principally as the ſubiect involyeth thoſe | 
eſſential truths of chriſtianity, of. which all 

our offices ſhould be the ſecurity and the 
arnament. „ 
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Fox this purpoſe, let us ini the firſt place 
keep in view what the apoſtle St. Paul hath 
taught us, where he ſaith, © Other foun- 
« dation can no man lay than that is laid, 
e which is Jeſus Chriſt.” Here we ſee the 
ſapport of the whole chriſtian fabric ; every 
part of which ſhould ſhew its relation to its 
baſis: that is; all eccleſiaſtical inſtitutions 
ſhould illuſtrate the improvements made by 


| 1 mpnAk in 1 whatever relateth' to our ever- 


* tion 7 ied ſilver, precious ſtones, — 51 


*© hay, ſtubble; every man's work ſhall be 
* made manifeſt. For the fire ſhall declare 


PP: 


tlie fire ſhall try every man's work, of 
hat ſort it is. If any man's work ſhall 
« hide which he hath built thereupon, he 
ſhall receive 4 reward, If any man's work 
ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs ; but he 
a Hirhſ&lf ſhall be faved, yet fo, as by fire.” 
Here! is indeed an awful caution againſt en- 
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* 3 


* 
* 


cumbering the truths of chriſtianity with the 


ſubtile ciſtinctions of a vain philoſophy, or. 
_ with any thing elſe that may narrow its 


bleſſed inffuence. For the paſſage ſheweth . 
g that all fuch zeal; however fincere, will be 


E 2 unpro- 


it, beezuſe it ſhall'be revealed by fire, and 
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unprofitable to the perſon ſwayed by it; and 
that his work, however ſplendid in his own 
eye, will be loſt; he himſelf being ſaved 
with difficulty, or as by fire; not having his 
chriſtian labours crowned with the ſame 
glory as others, who building on the ſame 
foundation, have raiſed an uſeful and orna- 
mental work. Still, however, the foundation 
is that which muſt principally be ſecured. 
Allowance 1 is made for thoſe who ſhall erect 
on it the flimſy building of hay and ſtubble ; 
but none for thoſe, who with ſacrilegious 


hands ſhall endeavour to tear up the foun- 
dation. 


As our next 1 let us keep i in view 
what the apoſtle hath reminded us of, where, 
varying the foregoing metaphor, he ſaith, 
Ve are built upon the foundation of the 
* Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
* « ſelf being the chief corner- ſtone. Which 
ſhould make us. conduct ourſelves. on the 
maxims of the apoſtolic age; taking the holy 
ſeriptures for our principal inſtruction in 
this matter, and next to them, the writings 
olf thoſe who were neareſt to the times of the 
Apoſtles. There is an unhappy propenſity 
8 mankind to run from any extreme into its 

* 
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oppoſite. Hence the infallibility claimed by 


a later human authority hath in part pre- 
vented the reverence in reaſon due to the 
earlier: and I cannot but think, that if ever 
the church in general ſhould return to the 
happy medium, we ſhall be furniſhed with 
ſuch faithful expoſitors, as will effectually 
over throw, as well the groſs errors of the 


middle ages, as the many fanciful ſyſtems 


which are the abuſes of the free ſpeculation 
of modern times. 


1 ws which 1 call 2 * 


not however as of equal authority with the 
others, but as a faithful comment on them, 
is the keeping in view the doctrines of the 


goſpel as held by the church of England; a 


church which indeed makes no claim of ju- 


riſdiction here, but will we hope for ever 


retain our gratitude for paſt benefits, and 
among them for this, the greateſt of all, our 
having received the ſacred legacy of divine 
truth uncorrupted through her hands. If in- 
| deed. it ſhould appear, after. mature exami- 


nation, that her doctrines as they appear 


throughout her ſervice and her other inſti- 
tutions may in any inſtances be more happily 
2 ae eſſed, FNC by the —.— of words of 


uncertain | 
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uncertain meaning, or by dropping the al- 
moſt forgotten diſtinctions of the ſchools, or 


by the omiſſion of what was eſpecially | 
adapted to the time of the ge nn, God 


TA, iT 4 


riable adler ence to any ming g confeſſedly reſt- 
ing on man's authority. But the hope, or 

rather the confident affurance which 1 mean 
to expreſs, is, that the venerable parent tree 
will not be difgraced by its branches; that 
a church, which hath ſtood for ages renowned 
for her orthodoxy, will not have cauſe to 
grieve: over: any effential deviation; in a new 
chufek which ite” Hin RR MT Warts 
cabs, £13 ELSE 
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1 3 As it 18 . agreed, hab We the con- 
aiding f 6tir concerns with decency and 
in 6rder” there muſt be the Higheſt office \ 
of Our thiniſtry, let aft our endeavottts to 
6Þbtaitf it be diſtinguiſhed with moderation and 
| firneld. Hitherto we have allke flaintained 
tlie attachment due +6 what: we conteivè to 
. of apoffolic uſſge, Aid 4 regard to the 
cities Which become us as citizens of one 
Ebffederdte reptiplic. Ef the fatherly con- 
dkeſdenſton with hielt We Have bern received 
8 dee With eatttfori, 1 is ſuch as be- 
. TIO cometh. 
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cometh the watchful guardians of the truth 


of chriſtianity : and we ought not to com- 
plain of a delay, ariſing from an holy jea- 
louſy, which will be thankfully acknow- 
ledged by the whole chriſtian world. And, 
if in guarding againſt expected difficulties, 
we have been inattenave to others Which a 
conſcious integrity in the chriſtian doctrine 
prevented our foreſeeing, and theſe grounded 
on ſuch private repreſentations as it would 
have been uncharitable to have ſuppoſed; we 
cannot but hope, that the whole ill be at 
laſt ſettled to the more intire ſatisfaction of 
all concerned, and with the more {urs pledge 


of our being for ever united by the Ray of 
the e F aith, 


In the mean time, ” reverend and ho- 
noured gucken, let us put up our humble 


Ki "tk ot, 


that all our meaſures may be conducted with 
the happy union of hearts in which they 
have been begun. For we are taught by the 
ſacred oracles this important leſſon, and the 
general hiſtory of Chriſtendom is a melan- 
choly illuſtration of the truth of it, that for 
the edification of the church, the mild grace 

of charity will do more than *© the under- 
; 1 | « ſtanding 


may! it ſpread its d 
2 his myſtical garment ! Thus ſhall 1 it >: 


-% 


© Con therefore, Divin 1e Spirit, th 
of all I pour into c ou - hearts t dat molt 
t grace of all; which ce 1 
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d- endureth. all thu S920) 


icious odour over” every 


tke the precious ointment 


Now there fore to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the ſame Divine Spirit, be 


glory 1 in the church for evermore, 
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